
1.1 Attitude And Ambition

Preparation
Bookmark Matthew 13:1-23 or 
download the video ‘The Parable of 
the Sower and the seeds’ (2m 56s) 

http://www.max7.org/en/resource/
ParableSower videos can be 
downloaded on memory sticks and 
kept as a permanent resource in the 
school courtesy of www.max7.org

It is currently the time when farmers are busy 
harvesting their crops. It is amazing that just 
a few months ago the farmer sowed just a 
tiny seed and now, after being looked after 
by the farmer, is being collected and will 
feed many of us. 

Possibly show a couple of seeds and the 
final harvested crops (e.g. sweetcorn etc...). 
Ask pupils for examples of the various 
crops that are harvested. 

Either you or a pupil read the story below 
or from a children’s bible. 

(Taken from Matthew 13:1-23) 

Jesus told a few stories about seeds. In 
one he explained that a farmer was sowing 
seeds in his fields. The story describes how 
the seeds fell on different types of ground. 
Seeds fell on the path, on the rocky ground, 
amongst the weeds and finally on the good 
soil. Each seed had a different experience. 
The seed that fell on the path was eaten up 
quickly by birds. The seed that fell on rocky 
soil grew quickly but because there wasn’t 
much moisture in the earth, the heat of the 
sun quickly shrivelled them up and they 

died. The seed that fell amongst the weeds 
again grew quickly, but of course weeds 
grow quicker and choked the plants so again 
they didn’t last long. Finally, many of the 
seeds were sown in the good soil producing 
a good crop of thirty, sixty or one hundred 
times what was sown. 

If you have downloaded the video from 
www.max7.org show it now. 

A parable is the name given to a story told 
by Jesus to illustrate an important message 
or explain a difficult lesson. The parable of 
the sower was used to explain what people 
might do with important pieces of advice. 
In this parable, the seed is an important 
message about how Christians should think 
and act. The different places the seed fell 
are the different ways in which people act 
on the advice they are given. Every piece of 
advice we are given is like a small seed. This 
parable reminds us, that even if we are given 
good advice, it doesn’t automatically make 
our lives better, we need to do something 
with that advice. 

At the beginning of a school year and 
throughout our time at school many seeds 
will be planted. That seed may be a fact 
that a teacher may give you, a skill that you 
need to master or an instruction that you 
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need to listen to. It may be a homework or 
school value (like caring). School will provide 
us with many seeds today and throughout 
the year. Ask pupils to give you examples 
of a ‘school seed’. In the story that Jesus 
told us, he reminds us that for a seed to be 
successful and produce good things it needs 
to be sown on good soil. When explaining 
the parable, Jesus compares the different 
types of ground to different attitudes that 
people have. Over the next few days we 
will explore how important our attitude is to 
ensure that we all get the most out of the 
‘school seeds’ sown throughout the year. 

Read this section if you have a school 
motto. What is our school motto? Our 
school motto is a statement that we use to 
help us to think about what is important 
in our school. Our school motto contains 
seeds that we want to see grow in the life 
of our school. What do we need for our 
school motto to become part of the life of 
our school? The reason those qualities will 

be seen in the life of our school is because 
we try to live out those values in our choices 
and the way we work together. 

Time to reflect
 • What are some of the seeds that we will 

receive at school today?

 • What type of ground do you want to be?

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God)

It is important at this time of year 
that we think about what we want to 
achieve this year at school. Help us to 
become the type of person that will 
enable these good seeds we receive 
at school to become all that they can 
be. (Amen)
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Yesterday we heard the parable of the sower. 
Ask the pupils to recount the four types 
of ground that the seeds fell on, and ask 
what the seeds could represent in school.  
The first type of ground that the seeds fell 
on was the path. A path is hard and cold, 
not a good place to help seeds to grow. In 
the parable, Jesus said that the birds came 
and ate the seeds. Firstly, the seeds were 
not able to start growing. Sometimes we 
are given a seed by a teacher or another 
important adult at school or at home and 
we decide that we are not going to do it. 
Make your bed, be nice to your little sister, 
learn your 8 times table, research the Celts… 
these are all good and important seeds, but 
if you decide that you are not going to do it 
the moment you hear it, it’s like a seed that 
has fallen on the path. It isn’t even given the 
chance to grow. Secondly Jesus said that the 
birds came and ate the seeds. If we decide 
that we are not going to do whatever the 
seed represents then they won’t last long. 

We only have one chance to do something 
for the first time! If we get a second chance 
it’s because someone knows what is best for 
us, but it doesn’t mean we’ll always get a 
second chance. Don’t be like the path. 

Time to reflect
 • What would the school be like if 

everyone acted like the path?

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God)

Thank you that every day there are 
seeds to help us grow. Help us not to 
be like the path, help us to be positive 
and see that they will produce good 
things in our lives, in our school and in 
our homes. (Amen)

1.2 The Path
Back to themes

Back to Autumn

For the sole use of:
Simply Collective Worship – Cycle 2

8                                            St Michael’s CofE Primary School, Kingsteignton 



Recount the types of ground and ask pupils 
to explain what the path represents. The 
second type of ground that Jesus described 
was the rocky soil. The seeds that fell on the 
rocky soil could grow quickly. There was just 
enough soil to ensure a positive start and 
the seeds sprouted and grew. Do you ever 
get given homework or the title of a new 
project and are really enthusiastic about it 
at first? You plan a complicated cardboard 
model and a fantastic acrylic piece of 
artwork with flashing lights and a moving 
centre piece. You even start to research it on 
the internet. The deadline is a week away 
and you know you have plenty of time to 
complete it. However, it’s the morning of 
the day the project needs to be handed in 
and you’ve not started it, the pieces are all 
over the floor at the end of your bed. You 
get up and print off a page from a website 
you’ve found called ‘Celts for kids’. It’s not 
gone as you’d planned. That is like the seed 
in the rocky soil, it started well, with the 
intention of growing big and strong, but 
there isn’t much moisture in the rocky soil 
and soon enough the growing stops and 
the sun makes the plant wither and die until 
what is left is a shrivelled up good intention. 

School seeds, like real seeds, need our time 
and effort for them to grow big and strong. 
Our attitude and the effort we have will 
ultimately decide if and how the seeds will 
grow. Don’t be the rocky soil, give it as much 
effort as you can. 

Time to reflect
 • Can you think of a time when you were 

like the rocky soil?

 • How can we ensure that we put in 
enough effort? (Good friendships, good 
attitudes?) 

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God)

Thank you for the times when we have 
good ideas, we ask that you would 
help us to have the energy and effort 
to see it through to the end. Help us 
to make the most of the seeds that are 
given to us today. (Amen)

1.3 The Rocky Soil Back to themes
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Recount the types of ground and ask pupils 
to explain what the path and the rocky soil 
represents. The third type of ground can 
be found in all schools, places of work and 
occasionally everybody’s thoughts. The seed 
fell amongst thorns and weeds. They are like 
the seed in the rocky soil, it started to grow 
quickly and enthusiastically but the weeds 
and the thorns grew as well. The weeds took 
away what was needed for the seed to grow, 
the weeds used the moisture in the soil, 
they grew taller and left the small plants in 
the shade, they grew stronger and quicker 
strangling the life out of our little shoots. 
How often do you have a seed that is taken 
away because of what someone has said to 
you. It might be “you’re not good enough!” 
or “you’ll never be able to do that!” Like 
the thorns and weeds those words start to 
strangle the good intentions and the effort 
that you had and that seed dies. The seed 
might be a school value, you might want to 
show ‘care’ to a child who is on their own in 
the playground, but one of your classmates 
will take the micky out of you if you help. 
The weeds choke the good thought and the 

child in the playground is left lonely. Don’t 
let the words and actions of others stop you 
from doing the right thing or being who you 
should be. Don’t be the thorn in someone 
else’s world. 

Time to reflect
 • What school values do you have 

that you need to ensure aren’t being 
strangled out?

 • How can you ensure that you do the right 
thing today?

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God) 

Help us today to take no notice 
of those that want to discourage 
us from doing the right thing, and 
forgive us for the times when we have 
discouraged others. (Amen) 

1.4 The Thorns
Back to themes

Back to Autumn

For the sole use of:
Simply Collective Worship – Cycle 2

10                                            St Michael’s CofE Primary School, Kingsteignton 



Recount the types of ground and ask 
pupils to explain what the path, rocky soil 
and thorns represents. The final type of 
ground that Jesus described was the good 
soil. How important it is that seeds should 
fall on ‘good soil’. This type of ground had 
everything the seed needed to grow big 
and strong. The good soil had enough 
room for the seeds to spread out, enough 
moisture and nutrients to ensure that the 
seeds were healthy. If you were a seed 
wouldn’t you be happy that you fell on the 
good soil? Not only did the seeds grow and 
become healthy plants but they were able 
to produce more seeds. Jesus said some 
produced thirty, some sixty and some one 
hundred times that which was sown. The 
difference between the types of ground 
made a big difference in what the plants 
finally produced. So far we have explored 
the three types of ground that can ruin the 
‘school seeds’ from growing. The perfect 
environment for a school seed to thrive is if 
we decide that it is important, if we feed the 
seed with our time, energy and effort. The 
farmer in the story threw the seeds and that 
is similar to us at school and home, seeds 
are coming at us thick and fast. The only 
ones that will grow are the ones we choose 
to let grow. School values, important facts, 

difficult lessons all of these will only produce 
good things in our lives if we are prepared 
to accept them and work on them. So at the 
beginning of this school year our attitude 
is the only thing standing between us and 
potential success.

Time to reflect
 • What school targets would you like to 

achieve this year?

 • What could you do about it now?

Think: a new seed is the product of an old 
seed sown in good soil

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God) 

Thank you for stories that make us 
think, we know that we have the 
potential to produce good things from 
the lessons we learn at school and at 
home. Help these lessons grow that 
we may sow good seeds to those we 
meet. (Amen)

1.5 The Good Soil
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