
2.1 Small Man,  

 Big Welcome

Preparation
Allow a pupil time to read the 
account of Zacchaeus.

What do we mean by the term ‘welcome’? 
This week we are going to think about what 
it is to feel welcome. We are going to think 
about what makes us feel welcome and how 
we can welcome others. We will also think 
and talk about times when we have felt 
unwelcome and the lessons we can learn to 
ensure that we are a welcoming community. 
First we are going to hear a story from 
the Bible in which a man was made to 
feel welcome.

Hello, my name is Zacchaeus. Have you ever 
been made to feel unwelcome? I have. You 
see, I am a chief tax collector, that means 
I organise the collecting of money from 
honest, hardworking people and give it to 
the Romans. Although we don’t live anywhere 
near Rome, the Romans make us pay taxes 
to them after they took over the running of 
our country. They aren’t very popular. As you 

can probably imagine, I am not very popular 
either. The Romans ask people to pay their 
taxes but I collect them, I’m allowed to take 
a bit more as payment for the work I do. Lots 
of people hate giving the Romans money and 
they hate me because I have become very 
rich collecting it.

Well, one day Jesus came to Jericho, the 
town where I live. He’s a popular man. Word 
of his arrival spread through the town so 
that even I found out. People came out of 
their houses and lined the streets to get a 
glimpse of him. I don’t quite know what took 
over me, but I just had to see him. I ran up 
and down the rows of people trying to find 
a gap so that I could see the road, but it was 
too busy. People had lined up and none of 
them would let me through, I don’t blame 
them, who would be kind to a tax collector, 
especially one who ‘sometimes’ charged 
them more than they owed. 

All I knew was that I really wanted to see 
Jesus. I’m a short man, I couldn’t see over 
the crowd and there was no way I could 
get through all the people, so I decided 
to run ahead and climb one of the many 

Back to themes

Back to Autumn

For the sole use of:
Simply Collective Worship – Cycle 2

12                                            St Michael’s CofE Primary School, Kingsteignton 



sycamore trees that lined the road. Can you 
imagine me, a short but wealthy business 
man climbing a tree? It must have looked 
rather strange. 

I climbed the tree and waited until I could 
catch a glimpse of Jesus on the road. I’m not 
sure what I expected to see, I suppose I just 
wanted to see this celebrity that I had heard 
everyone talking about. Jesus appeared 
with so many people around him. He walked 
closer and was about to pass by, when he 
stopped, looked up at me in the tree and 
called me by my name. Well as you’d expect, 
I was more than a little surprised. Actually, I 
nearly fell off the branch that I was clinging 
on to. He asked me if he could come and visit 
me at my house. I didn’t quite know how to 
reply. I couldn’t say no, could I?

Do you think the people in Jericho made 
Zacchaeus feel welcome on the day of Jesus’ 
visit? They wouldn’t let him through even 
though they knew that he wasn’t tall enough 
to see over them. The only way Zacchaeus 
could see Jesus was to climb a sycamore 
tree. We will find out what happened when 
Zacchaeus met Jesus later on this week, 
but I think that Zacchaeus would have been 
surprised when Jesus called his name. 

The word attention means that we take 
notice of something or someone that we 

think is important. In this story, Jesus gave 
Zacchaeus his attention. One very important 
rule in making someone feel welcome is 
that we should give them our attention. 
A welcoming community, like our school, 
should make people feel as if they are 
important.

Time to reflect
 • When have you felt welcome? What 

made you feel welcome?

 • When have you felt unwelcome? What 
made you feel unwelcome?

 • How can we give others our attention 
and make them feel welcome?

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God)

We are thankful for times that we 
are made to feel welcome. We also 
know what it means to be ignored 
or made to feel unwelcome. May we 
give others our attention today, may 
our actions and the words that we say 
make others feel important, cared for 
and welcome. (Amen)
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Yesterday we heard a story about a man who 
climbed a tree to see if he could catch a 
glimpse of Jesus. Can anyone tell me what 
the name of that man was? What did Jesus 
do when he passed the tree Zacchaeus 
was in? Jesus gave Zacchaeus his attention 
and we said yesterday that giving someone 
our attention is very important if we want 
someone to feel welcome. Zacchaeus 
received Jesus’ attention, but the story 
doesn’t end there. 

Zacchaeus
Hi again, yesterday I told you that Jesus 
stopped and told me to come down from 
the tree. Well you can’t imagine how I felt, 
Jesus, this person that everyone came to see, 
stopped to talk to me. I am a tax collector, so 
most people walk the other way when they 
see me coming, but Jesus called me by my 
name. I was so happy, I climbed down and 
welcomed him gladly. He asked to come to 
my house. Jesus is famous for teaching about 
loving and caring for others and although I 
felt welcome I also felt as if I needed to make 
right the wrong things I have done, especially 
as a tax collector. I said to Jesus that I would 
give half of what I own to the poor and any 
money I had cheated out of people I would 
pay back four times that amount. 

Yesterday we were asked to think about 
an example of when we were made to feel 

welcome. It is probably very unlikely that 
the welcome you had made you give away 
half of your toys, but I bet it made you feel 
better. For a short time, the welcome made 
your world a better place. If one small 
welcome can make your world a better 
place, I wonder what lots of welcomes 
could do?  

Time to reflect
 • How does a welcome make the world a 

better place?

 • What would happen if everyone tried to 
be as welcoming as possible?

 • How do we make others feel welcome?

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God)

We are thankful for times that we are 
made to feel welcome. May we give 
others our attention today, may our 
actions and the words that we say 
make others feel important, cared for 
and welcome. May the welcome that 
we give today help to change the 
world for the better. (Amen)

2.2 Welcoming A  

 Better World
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Time to reflect
Spend time thinking and talking about times 
that we felt welcome and times when we felt 
unwelcome. You as the teacher may want 
to start with an example. Below are some 
suggested ground rules you may want to 
use whilst discussing sensitive issues.

Don’t use names – instead say ‘boy’, ‘girl’, 
‘he’ or ‘she’. Some people are in the room 
who may have made other children feel 
unwelcome, the purpose of this is to draw 
out how we improve our welcome, not 
punish those who make us feel unwelcome. 

Focus on the actions – how did the positive 
ones make us feel welcome and should they 
be repeated and encouraged? How did the 
negative ones make us feel, should they be 
discouraged?

Lessons to learn – the focus of this 
discussion should be about the ‘lessons we 
can learn’. Remain positive and draw out the 
impact each example has on our actions. 
Refrain from saying, “that was awful” or “I 
can’t believe he did that”, instead you could 
use, “I’m glad you said that” or “that shows 
that our actions can really affect someone”.  

Whole class or small groups – if you keep 
the whole class together you can ensure that 

the children don’t use names and you can 
focus on the ‘lessons to learn’. You can keep 
a positive focus to the discussion. 

Disclosures – please be aware of your 
school’s child protection policy. Consider 
what you will do if a child starts to disclose 
a child protection issue in a whole class 
setting. Don’t let the pupil disclose to the 
whole class. 

Bullying – accounts of bullying may be 
expressed in the discussion. Deal with these 
after the session. 

Sum up – possibly finish the session by 
reminding pupils what we can do as a 
community to make others feel welcome. 

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God)

We are thankful for times that we are 
made to feel welcome. May we give 
others our attention today, may our 
actions and the words that we say 
make others feel important, cared for 
and welcome. May the welcome that 
we give today help to change the 
world for the better. (Amen)
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This week we have thought and talked about 
how we can make people feel welcome and 
what we can do as a school to make others 
feel welcome. In the story of Zacchaeus, 
Zacchaeus felt welcomed because Jesus gave 
Zacchaeus his attention. In the examples we 
talked about yesterday giving our attention to 
someone means that we have to give some 
of our time, it takes effort and thought. Does 
anyone know what ‘ignore’ means? If we 
ignore someone it means that we don’t take 
notice of someone else. Sometimes we feel 
unwelcome, because we feel ignored, no one 
takes any notice of us. Other times we ignore 
others by accident. We may not take any 
notice of a new person because we are too 
busy playing with our own friends or thinking 
about our own day. We may have even been 
ignored by the person we actually wanted 
to welcome. That should not stop us from 
continuing to be a welcoming community. If 
we know that sometimes we ignore others by 
accident and other times we are ignored by 
accident it can help us not to get too upset 
about these times. It can also help us to be 
aware of those times we generally ignore 
others and try a little harder to become a 
more welcoming community. 

Time to reflect
 • Have you ever felt shy when others have 

tried to welcome you?

 • Have you ever felt upset when others 
have ignored you?

 • Have you ever ignored others?

 • What can we do to help ensure that we 
take notice of others in the playground?

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God) 

We know what it is to be ignored and 
we are sorry for the times when we 
have ignored others that need our 
attention and our welcome. We are 
thankful for times that we are made 
to feel welcome. May we give others 
our attention today, may our actions 
and the words that we say make 
others feel important, cared for and 
welcome. (Amen)

2.4 Ignoring A Welcome Back to themes
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This is an account from one of the people in 
the crowd that lined the streets when Jesus 
welcomed Zacchaeus. 

I was there when Jesus stopped and talked 
to Zacchaeus. I couldn’t believe it! Jesus 
stopped and talked to Zacchaeus. You see, 
I’ve heard that Zacchaeus is a tax man, you 
know, one of those men the Romans use to 
collect our money. The last person I’d want 
to welcome is Zacchaeus, can you imagine 
what other people would have thought if 
I’d have spent time with Zacchaeus. I don’t 
think I could have shown my face in the 
town again.

What other people think can often stop us 
from doing what we know is right. When 
Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house, the Bible 
says that the people began to ‘mutter’. 
They weren’t happy that Jesus had gone to 
the tax collector’s house. But Jesus wasn’t 
concerned with what the crowd thought, 
he knew that the right thing was to make 
Zacchaeus feel welcome. Often we can let 
what other people think stop us from doing 
the right thing. We overlook a person who 
can seem lonely in the playground because 
we are worried about what others think 
about us. Making others feel welcome is 
the right thing to do. We can make other 
people feel welcome every time we see 

them, not just the first time we meet them. 
We said that feeling welcome can make our 
world a better place, let us continue to make 
everyone feel welcome, no matter what 
others think and help to make our school, 
our community and our world a better place. 

Time to reflect
 • Have you ever stopped talking to 

someone because you were concerned 
about what other people might think?

 • Why can what you think other people 
might say about you stop you from doing 
what you know is right?

Reflection (Prayer)
(Dear God) 

We are thankful for times that we are 
made to feel welcome. When we have 
the choice to do the right thing, help 
us to be less concerned about what 
others think about us. May we give 
others our attention today, may our 
actions and the words that we say 
make everyone feel important, cared 
for and welcome. (Amen)

2.5 Don’t Worry,  

 Just Welcome
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